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* * * Please direct in care of C H Crane Osawatomie. I fear this 
will not reach you on account of the war[ ?]. 

Yours truly, E 

It wont be best for me to write my name so you must guess who wrote 
this but very few now attach their full name to a letter 

An Unknown Expedition to Santa Fe in 1807 

That James, or Jacques, 1 Clamorgan played an important part 
in the early history of the trans-Mississippi west is generally 
recognized by students of the westward movement. But that he 
made an expedition from St. Louis to Santa Fe in the very year 
in which Pike returned from his famous expedition into the 
southwest is not so well known even to specialists. The follow- 
ing document, published now for the first time, indicates that 
Clamorgan and four companions with four mule-loads of mer- 
chandise made their way to Santa Fe in the fall of 1807 and that 
on December 12 they went on to Chihuahua to report to the com- 
mandant general. 

1 have found but two other references to Glamorgan's expedi- 
tion, both of which are evidently inaccurate. Thomas James, 
writing in 1846, says : ' ' Clem Morgan, a Portuguese and very 
wealthy, made his way thither [i.e. to Santa Fe] at a very early 
day, while Louisiana belonged to Spain, and returned in safety, 
making a good venture." 2 Although James had apparently 
received his information from hearsay, his statement is perhaps 
a fairly accurate account of the general features of the event 
except for its date. The other reference is by Walter B. Doug- 
las, in his "Biographical sketch of Jacques Clamorgan." In it 
he says, "In 1807 he [Clamorgan] and Manuel Lisa sent a barge 
load of goods to New Mexico with a party commanded by 
Louison Baudoin. ' ' 3 Douglas was evidently not acquainted with 
the fact that Clamorgan himself accompanied the expedition, 
and since he does not indicate the source of his information it is 
impossible to check accounts on other points. 

The original of the document, the draft of a letter from Joa- 

1 1 have seen both forms of the name used in a single document, for example, in 
the title papers of the Clamorgan grant of 1837 (New York). 

2 Thomas James, Three years among the Indiana and Mexicans, edited by Walter 
B. Douglas (St. Louis, 1916), 96. 

3 Ibid., 214. 
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chin del Eeal Alencaster, governor of New Mexico, to the com- 
mandant at San Eleceario, is in the Spanish archives of New 
Mexico, now located in the Library of congress. 4 A photo- 
graphic copy is in the Bancroft library, Berkeley, California, 
and it is from this that the document is now being published. 

Joseph J. Hill, 

Text 

El carabinero Josef Salaises sale de esta Provincia para ese pres. con 
direccion a Chih. a conduciendo al comerciante Prances de S. Luis en la 
Luisiana D. Santiago Clamorgan y otros tres que le acompafian y un 
esclabo con quatro cargas de generos correspondientes al espresado comer- 
ciante para presentarse con todo al Sor. Comand. te Gral, y es interesante 
al Real Serv.° le sirbe Vm. franquear al espresado Carabinero igual num." 
de Bestias mulas que llevan los espresados Franceses y la partida de Pan- 
anas que pasa a dha villa a presentarse tambien, disponiendo queden en 
ese presidio las Bestias de este, para que las reciba el espresado Salaises 
a su retirada y se encargue de su conduccion. 

El citado carabinero deve salir de ese presidio con solo un soldado, y el 
numero de ellos que Vm. le sirba franquearle para completar la Escolta, 
pues los 21 vecinos y 4 Yndios deven regresar immediatamente a esta 
Provincia con los dos soldados, siempre que no tenga Vm. orden que a 
ello se oponga en el eoncepto de que la detencion les seria sumamente 
gravosa, lo que espero tenga Vm. en consideracion. 

Los espresados dos soldados, vecinos e Yndios van aviados de todo para 
regresar sin demora. 

El citado Comandante lleva estrecha orden sobre la custodia de los 
tercios de generos y entregado formalm. te por imbentario formal de lo que 
cada uno contiene, con prohivicion absoluta de que sean abiertos ni re- 
conocidos hasta verificar formal entrega segun disponga el Sefior Com- 
andante Gral, por lo que espero le sirbe Vm. franquearle en donde exis- 
tan con toda seguridad los espresados tercios el corto tiempo que podran 
estar en ese Pres." por ser conbeniente al R. 1 Serv. e 

Dios etc. Santa Fee 12 de Die." de 1807 

S. or Com. te de San Eleceario 

Translation 

The carabineer, Joseph Salaises, is leaving this province for that 
presidio on the way to Chihuahua, conducting the French merchant 

* The document is listed in Ralph E. Twitchell, Spanish archives of New Mexico, 
compiled and chronologically arranged with historical, genealogical, geographical and 
other annotations, oy authority of the state of New Mexico (Oedar Rapids, 1914), 
2:518. 
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from St. Louis in Louisiana, Mr. Santiago Clamorgan, and three others 
who are in his company, and one slave, with four loads of goods be- 
longing to the said merchant, so that they may present themselves with 
everything before the Comandante General; and it is to the interest of 
the royal service that your grace should be pleased to issue to this cara- 
bineer a sufficient number of mules to carry these Frenchmen and the 
party of Pananas who are going to that villa to present themselves also, 
arranging that the mules from this presidio shall remain at that pre- 
sidio, so that the said Salaises may receive them on his return and take 
charge of their conduction. 

The carabineer mentioned must leave that presidio with only one sol- 
dier, and as many of them as your grace may be pleased to grant him to 
complete the escort, for the 21 citizens and 4 Indians must return im- 
mediately to this province with the two soldiers, provided that your grace 
has no order to the contrary, as it is believed that delay would be highly 
prejudicial to them, which I hope your grace will take into consideration. 

The two soldiers mentioned, and the citizens and Indians, are going 
provided with everything, in order to be able to make the return without 
any delay. 

The said comandante carries strict orders in regard to the care of the 
bales of goods and has been regularly informed, by a proper inventory, 
of the contents of each one, with absolute prohibition against their being 
opened or examined until they have been formally delivered, as may be 
ordered by the Comandante General. For this reason I hope that your 
grace will be pleased to grant him the use of a place where these bales of 
goods may remain in security for the short time that they may be in that 
presidio, this being necessary for the royal service. 

May God etc. Santa Fe, December 12, 1807. 
Senior Comandante of San Eleceario. 



